
Zech 1:7-21 
Session Two, Zechariah 

 
Vision as Genre 
 
Zechariah differs from earlier prophets who used ordinary objects—locusts, plumb line 
(Amos), smoke and fire (Isaiah), almond tree and boiling pot (Jeremiah). After the exile, 
visions are not connected to mundane things. Zechariah follows Ezekiel’s lead and employs 
“dramatic movement and action along with complex ______________________” (Lessing, 72). 
 
“dream-_____________________”  “a blending of natural and supernatural features” 
 
“Objects from the visible world describe the invisible world” (Lessing, 75). 
 
Literary Features 
 
intensification—in series, with incremental repetition, becoming more emphatic 
 
chiasm—ABCDDCBA  A (universal, 1:7-17) 
     B (international, 1:18-21) 
      C (national, 2:1-13) 
       D (temple, 3:1-10) 
       D’ (temple, 4:1-14) 
      C’ (national, 5:1-4) 
     B’ (international, 5:5-11) 
    A’ (universal, 6:1-8) 
 
“Reading the eight visions in chapters 1-6, then, is like climbing a staircase and then 
walking back down the other side: readers climb up four steps of a chiasm and then back 
down the chiasm’s reverse steps. However, the stairs are not the same” (Lessing, 71). 
 
Zech 1-6 is “highly sophisticated, tightly structured, thoroughly integrated, complex” 
 
concentric construction:  outer to inner 
 
bookends:  Zech 1:4 (“they didn’t listen”) and 6:15 (“you will listen”) 
 
Power Struggle 
 
Cyrus conquered Babylon, but Darius ____________________ Babylon. 
 
On Oct 5, 522 BC, the Persian general Darius was installed on the throne. Amidst 
Babylonian uprising, Darius ordered the execution of government officials, including 2,500 
supporters. This fulfilled the promises of Isaiah 47 and Jeremiah 50-51. 



Night Vision 
 
Zechariah publishes all eight of his visions on Feb. 15, 519 BC (1:7). 
 
These visions are written in the ____________ person and involve response to what is seen. 
 
Zech 1:7-17 (Vision #1) 
 
The Man = Yahweh’s Messenger = Pre-incarnate Christ 

(…but Luther thought it was the archangel, ___________________) 
 
What’s so bad about peace and tranquility in v. 11? “It refers to a lull in Darius’ military 
battles between 521 and 519 BC…As long as the Babylonian Empire still stood, the people 
in Jerusalem were nervous” (Lessing, 86). 
 
Seventy years (v. 12): 587 (fall of Jerusalem) to 515 BC (temple dedicated) 
 
But for the Babylonians, their seventy years are 609-539 BC (Jer 25:11-12) 
 
Who is YHWH upset with in v. 15 and why? 
 
 
The measuring line (v. 16) indicates that it is time to ___________________. 
 
Note the prominence of the word “again” in v. 17. Why is this comforting? 
 
Zech 1:18-21 (Vision #2) 
 
“In Zechariah’s vision, problems arrive—full throttle. There are enemies in the form of 
powerful horns” (Lessing, 113). 
 
four horns =  
 
four craftsmen =  
 
“It is noteworthy that the evil empires are brought down, not by troops with military 
hardware, but by craftsmen armed with hammers, saws, and nails building the second 
temple…Yahweh’s justice enters the world through unassuming craftsmen? As 
counterintuitive as it may seem, this is God’s way of bringing down the powers of our 
present evil age” (Lessing, 114). 
 
“Craftsmen taking on the big, bad, beastly horns. This is Moses against Pharaoh; Joshua 
against Jericho; Amos against Amaziah; weakness in the face of massive power. And that is 
exactly the point. God’s power is shown most perfectly in weakness” (Lessing, 116). 
 
Closing Thoughts/Comments 


