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Review 

What if we don’t have any rights as Christians?  What does that imply? 

 

It’s Not Political, It’s Spiritual 

“And those who die in this run-up to war, or who shall die later in the actual conflicts, shall 

they not die as persecutors of Christ?” (76). 

 

“With what Satanic madness do they persecute Christ in His members, and pollute their 

hands with the blood of Christ, and trample Him with their feet!” (74). 

 

“But to be sure it is a great testimony of the wrath of God, both of His imminent righteous 

judgment, and of the last spasm of the Devil against Christ, that Christian men are not 

impelled to persecute their own true religion with weapons which pagan men hesitate to 

use or pick up to preserve their false religion. All the histories of all other times, ecclesiastical 

as well as pagan histories, can show nothing like it since the beginning of the world” (77). 

 

“We are under obligation to fight on behalf of the gospel of Jesus Christ against Satan and 

his ministers” (77). 

 

Don’t Depart from the Word 

“Hence arises this sudden metamorphosis of the disciples of the Gospel: It is doubtless the 

fruit of their departure from the Word. This departure is first made in their heads, against 

their conscience and soon creeps into their other members” (75).  

 

Why are some churches departing from the Word today?  

 

“Thus this impiety has its horrible growth, when men knowingly depart from the Word in 

their _______________” (75). 

 

Think of the Children 

“Finally, we ought to have a very great motive in our little children, and all our descendants, 

for if we here, and other pious people elsewhere, are all slaughtered by Satan and the 

impious world, it will be no small hindrance to their eternal salvation” (77).  



Going to Seed 

“We may save other good men who can be saved outside our city, and so that we may leave 

the _____________ of the Word to our posterity for eternal life” (78). 

 

Doing Our Duty 

“This discourse now warns us of two things: First, that it is not enough not to strive along 

with the impious against us, but that one ought also to be of aid to us, lest we be 

overwhelmed unjustly” (80). 

 

“Therefore this doctrine is an exposition of the ____________ commandment, which makes 

guilty of murder not only those who take away life unjustly, but also those who do not 

rescue, as much as they can, either their own or others’ lives from unjust violence” (81). 

 

“Therefore those who have felt this distress, and do not immediately use their resources for 

the relief of the other, ailing members, are themselves either not members of the body of 

Christ, or are dead, or something less than half dead. For in a living body, it is impossible for 

living members not to be affected in turn, and for each one not to seek help, in its own place 

and manner, and bring aid to the other affected fellow members” (81). 

 

“Thus all the pious now ought to be affected in this common distinction of circumstances, 

just as if the members of their own bodies were being chopped off, or as if demons of hell 

were standing over them even now, about to snatch their souls away to eternal destruction—

which, to be sure, will happen, so long as the true religion is snatched away from them by 

so many different sorts of tricks and violence” (84). 

 

What Shall We Do? 

“We do not know the limit to these things, how far God will permit the impious to rave so 

against us. For the most part He delivers marvelously when things have been brought to the 

pitch of destruction and are plainly lost…” (84). 

 

“Therefore let each of us do his duty with a ____________ ____________ in this most holy 

resolution to preserve the true religion—teachers by teachings, magistrates by bearing the 

sword, subjects by promptly obeying their governors when they command pious acts. For 

this is most certain, that we hold the true religion, and that we can do nothing more holy 

than to labor to conserve it, and thereby bring out lives and property into extreme danger—

but each his own place and rank without confusion” (85). 

 


