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Review 

What was the first argument? 

 

Questions 

What is a magistrate?  

 

 

What if there are no pious magistrates? What if the whole system is corrupt? 

 

 

Who is deposing the tyrant—the lesser magistrate or the tyrant himself by his actions? 

 

 

The Second Argument 

1) Magistrates are not superior to the word of God.  Divine laws trump human laws. 

2) Just as we do not render the things of God to Caesar, we do not give Caesar anything 

else that is not his according to “divine laws or even the laws of his own empire” (63).   

3) We can also deprive Caesar of what is rightfully his if, in doing so, it causes us to sin. 

4) Even Caesar is still subject to God. 

 

Should we let Caesar into the city?  What is the modern equivalent of this question? 

 

 

 

Holy Run-on Sentence 

“When you _______________ My ordinance, by which I have set you over other men to bear 

my authority among them by honoring good works and punishing evil, and devote yourself 

to shameful acts, just like the rest of evil men, then, because you have no grounds for your 

majesty and power, you will be punished just as they are, by Myself and by others, to whom I 

have given this power, each in his own place, to punish and restrain evil men” (65).   

 

“Who will do what is right contrary to the will of a tyrant, and be a survivor?  

Who will be left of all men as the only one doing right?” (67). 



The Third Argument 

“Therefore God wants, and does not want, evil. He destroys and builds up evil by his own 

ordinance in magistrates” (67).  Explain that! 

 

“God has always punished wicked men, and especially tyrants, partly without the ministry of 

men, by His own various means, some secret, others open; and partly through the 

instrumentality of men” (68).  

 

The kingdom of Christ “cannot be brought about by counsels or arms or other human 

means, but nonetheless… a pious magistrate’s arms ought to serve the kingdom of Christ in 

the same ministry by defending the whole Church against unjust persecution” (69). 

 

(Extra)Biblical Examples 

• Maccabees resist and defeat Antiochus Epiphanes (Hanukkah) 

• 1 Samuel 14:45—the people defend Jonathan against his own father, King Saul 

• 1 Kings 15—Asa removed his own mother (Maacah) as queen because she made an 

Asherah pole; he burns her image 

• 2 Kings 9—Jehu assassinates King Joram (king of Israel) and Ahaziah (king of Judah) 

this was God’s vengeance against the wicked house of Ahab and Jezebel 

• Armenian Christians defended themselves from Emperor Maximinus (reigned 235-

238) who was attempting to force idolatry 

• The Emperor Constantine (306-337) took up arms for the defense of Christians 

against Licinius, his co-emperor, and killed him in 324 

 

“When he appointed a Master of the Horse for himself, the most praiseworthy and powerful 

emperor Trajan handed a sword to him, saying, ‘Use this sword against my enemies, if I give 

righteous commands; but if I give unrighteous commands, use it against me’” (72). 

 

“If we do not attain peace, we are able to sharpen the things which have been said here, and 

we can add many others which tell heavily for our duty, even if the same reward awaits us in 

this world as the Prophets, the Baptist, Christ, the Apostles and many others like them 

received for their similar work” (72).  

 

Questions 

Is there a danger of our assertion of rights eclipsing our willingness to suffer for Christ? 

How are you reacting to this doctrine of the lesser magistrate?  Helpful, confusing?  Should 

we hide it again? 


