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What’s It All About? 

“Nor do I think that there is anyone with even a middling knowledge of the condition of 

this city and its neighbors, and their public actions, who would not admit that it is necessary 

for us to seek nothing more in this war than peace and __________ _____________, and that 

we are not swayed by the majesty or wealth of anyone” (49). 

 

“It is now all the more needful that we should prove by our Defense whether a Christain 

magistrate can or ought to preserve his State and the Christian teachers and hearers in it 

against his own superior magistrate, and drive off by force one who is using force to compel 

people to reject _________ _______________ and __________ ________________ of God 

and to accept idolatry” (49). 

 

Rules for Thee, but Not for Me! 

[If king’s will and weapons can change divine law, natural law, all reason and logic] by the 

same sort of reasoning, twice 4 shall cease to be 8. Magistrates and subjects shall be bound by 

sure chains and mutual oaths, but it shall be permitted to magistrates, when they want, to be 

loosed and free from all obligation, while subjects shall always be bound in all circumstances 

and never be free” (50). 

 

“It shall be permitted to magistrates to exercise the utmost tyranny contrary to the laws and 

their oaths, but it shall not be permitted to the subjects to restrain the ravings of tyrants in 

accordance with the laws. This the truth of our common sense and the logic of consequences 

will always depend on the ___________ and _____________ of those who have power” (50). 

 

What’s My Motivation? 

“We are especially motivated by the consequences of those who retain purity of doctrine, or 

those who do not want it to be overwhelmed and themselves to be persecuted, so that both 

sorts may know what they ought to do about this defense, and what comfort they have in it” 

(50). 

 

The Magdeburgers clearly saw themselves as God’s people, Christ’s disciples. What was 

happening to them in Magdeburg was Christian persecution that they traced back to the 

cross itself. What, according to this section, is the mark of the false church? 



Why were “poor wretches, since we are called Lutherans” worse off than Jews and pagans? 

 

“Together with you, with one mouth and one heart, we preach Christ, our shared redeemer 

and savior, and we embrace all the articles of the Christian faith. We are divided in only this, 

that to you who have been persuaded so by the papal party, we seem to ascribe to Christ too 

much of the merit and glory in justification, and because we judge that He ought to be 

worshiped only according to His own word, while you think that He also ought to be 

worshiped in more ways, and force us to worship Him according to _____________ 

_________________” (51). 

 

Little Caesars 

“See, therefore, I beseech you, Caesar Augustus, how serious this matter will be for you in 

the last judgment of Christ, in which you will render an account to Him for all your deed, 

and you will receive what your deeds have deserved. Consider what will happen to you, if 

you, as a Christian, are a persecutor or Christians, true members of Christ, because they 

seemed to you to extol Christ and His Word with excessive praise” (51). 

 

The Magdeburgers were genuinely seeking to obey and be good citizens wherever they 

could. They pledged loyalty to Charles in all other matters—“that except for the preservation 

of our ___________, nothing else is sought; that when this is gained, our Senate and citizens 

will be most obedient in all their proper duties according to your Majesty’s laws” (52). 

 

“In this way now, you, Charles Caesar, are exceeding the limits of your dominion, and you 

are extending it into the dominion of Christ” (53). What does this statement tell us about the 

power of the government and magistrates? 

 

God will hear their sighs and groans!  They will “hasten your punishments. You also will 

force peaceful and righteous men to take up a necessary defense against your implacable and 

unjust savagery” (53). 

 

“We would have desired even now to ________ this true opinion as it had always been 

hidden hitherto, had we not been defeated by the present injustice and tyranny of certain 

men, and deemed that the preservation of the Gospel and the True Church ought to be put 

before such dangers from those ignorant men” (54-55). 

 

“Pious magistrates are not only able, but even have an obligation to resist them as far as 

they are able, to defend true doctrine, worship of God, life, modesty and the property of 

their subjects, and preserve them against such great tyranny” (55). 


