
Introduction: History and Context 

Magdeburg, Session One 

 

Source:  The Magdeburg Confession, tr. Matthew Colvin, 2012. 

 

In June 1546, four months after Luther died, the Roman emperor Charles V entered into an 

agreement with Pope Paul III to curb the Reformation.  It was a call to a common faith and 

practice, not by the Word, but by the sword. 

 

In the name of God and with the help and assistance of his Papal Holiness, his Imperial 

Majesty should prepare himself for war, and equip himself with soldiers and everything 

pertaining to warfare against those who objected to the Council of Trent against the 

Smalcaldic League, and against all who were addicted to the false belief and error in 

Germany, and that he do so with all his power and might, in order to bring them back to the 

old faith and to the obedience of the Holy See. 

 

Thirty-one years after the 95 Theses were posted, the Augsburg Interim (1548) was an effort 

to stamp out what Luther had started.  Hundreds of pastors were imprisoned, exiled or 

executed for refusing to follow the regulations of the Interim.   

 

T / F  Only one city in all of Germany stood against the Interim.   

 

What did the Augsburg Interim call for? 

--restore the number of sacraments to seven (not two) 

--restore Roman Catholic ceremonies and practices 

--adopt transubstantiation (bread becomes body; wine becomes blood) 

--rejection of justification by faith alone 

--acknowledgement of Pope as head of the church by divine right 

--acknowledgement of bishops as authoritative 

--allowed for marriage of clergy 

--communion of two kinds (bread and wine, not just bread) for laity 

 

Timeline 

April 17-18, 1521—Diet of Worms (Luther’s “Here I stand” moment) 

May 26, 1521—Edict of Worms 

June 25, 1530—Augsburg Confession presented to Charles V at Diet of Augsburg 



February 27, 1531—Schmalkaldic League forms (Lutheran princes) 

February 18, 1546—Martin Luther dies in Eisleben at age 62 

April 24, 1547—Schmalkaldic League defeated at battle of Muhlberg 

May 15, 1548—Charles V imposes Augsburg Interim 

April 13, 1550—Magdeburg Confession is signed by pastors of Magdeburg 

October 1550—Siege of Magdeburg begins 

November 4, 1551—Siege of Magdeburg ends 

August 2, 1552—Peace of Passau, Interim cancelled, quest for religious unity ends 

September 25, 1555—Peace of Augsburg, prince determines public faith 

June 25, 1580—Book of Concord published and signed by about 8,000 theologians 

 

Who’s Who? 

______ Frederick the Wise, Elector of Saxony  a) defensive military alliance 

______ Schmalkaldic League    b) put a bounty on Luther’s head 

______ Nicholas von Amsdorff    c) Duke of Saxony, changed sides 

______ Philip Melanchthon     d) defied his superior, Charles V 

______ Emperor Charles V     e) too eager to compromise 

______ Maurice/Moritz     f) first to sign Magdeburg Conf. 

 

By the Numbers:   7  13  93  228  462  468  4,000 

 

______ Number of months the siege lasted 

______ Number of fatalities of Magdeburgers during siege 

______ Number of fatalities of Charles V forces during siege 

______ Number of principal articles of doctrine contained in the first section 

______ Number of years the Magdeburg Confession was untranslated from Latin to English 

______ Number of pamphlets printed and distributed throughout Germany during siege 

______ Number of the psalm which concludes the Magdeburg Confession 

 

Key Terms 

feudalism 

“We will not be swayed by the majesty or wealth of anyone.” 

lesser magistrate doctrine 

cuius regio, eius religio (“whosoever region, his religion”) 

third Elijah 

modern Maccabees 

Philippists vs. Gnesio Lutherans 


