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Matt Henry 

Acts 2:22-36 

12 June 2022 

“This Jesus” 

 

God’s grace and peace to you… 

 

 John Wiemer and I, as your delegates, have just returned from spending 

three days in Portland at the Northwest District Convention.  We worshiped, we 

started and ended each day with devotions, we sang, we read and discussed many 

resolutions and overtures, amending this and amending that.  I think some of the 

pastors just liked to hear themselves talk.  And yes, there are different perspectives 

in our Synod.  But when it all comes down to it, it was a good convention and I’m 

grateful for is the unity we have as a church body around the gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  Our theme was “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” 

(Hebrews 13:8) and our challenge was cherishing the unchanging nature of Jesus 

with the fast-changing nature of our world.  One of the quotes I came away with 

was this:  “Things have never moved as fast as they have in our lifetime, as they’ll 

never be this slow again.”  If we’re looking for a focal point so we don’t feel so 

disoriented, it can’t be anything in the world or culture or life in general because 

that’s all changing so quickly.  But the focal point can be and should be Jesus, the 

real Jesus, because He doesn’t change.  He’s the same yesterday, today and 

forever.  He doesn’t need to change.  But we do!  And the change that is necessary 

is not a better version of yourself.  God is not asking you, or shaping you, into a 
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better version of you.  That is not what will change or bless the world.  What the 

world needs is more Christ imitators, more people who follow Jesus and in the 

process become like Him.     

In Portland, before any delegate could talk at one of the floor microphones, 

they had to identify themselves.  So I guess I should start off with this.  Matt 

Henry, pastoral delegate, Friendship Celebration Lutheran Church, Meridian, 

Idaho.  Reverend Chairman, I move that the sermon today focus on a Trinitarian 

framework with a Christ-centered focus.  Is there a second?  [SECOND]  

Good…now I can speak to the motion.   

Since today is Trinity Sunday, it gives us an opportunity to examine what we 

believe.  Throughout church history, some have gotten the Trinity wrong by 

overexplaining or trying to figure out the mystery.  The doctrine of the Holy 

Trinity as “one God, three persons”, while central and important, is also 

mysterious.  The Athanasian Creed didn’t just appear.  It took centuries of 

theological back and forth, or examining the scriptures and articulating the points 

of belief, while refuting points of error.  And along the way, the church gained 

some clarity and unity through careful scrutiny of the Scriptures, patient and 

passionate discussion.  That’s how theology comes to be so it can be cherished and 

handed down for believers to come.  So that’s something to remember, isn’t it?  

We confess the faith not just for us today, but for the believers who will come after 
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us.  It’s always been true that people will either come down on the side of truth 

(orthodox), or they believe something different (heterodox), or if it’s really bad, 

actual heresy.  So today I say, “Thank God for heretics!  Heretics are God’s gift to 

the church…because they allow us to clarify the truth.”  The doctrine of the Trinity 

is arguably the most important doctrine of the Church, since it is regarding the very 

nature of God. It’s also one of the most confusing and misunderstood. So Trinity 

Sunday is a great time for a little theological tune-up. 

With regards to the Trinity, there’s been a whole mess of people who have 

messed this up.  I call it the Heretic Club for Men.  I was inspired by an article 

entitled, “Top Heresies to Avoid Preaching on Trinity Sunday.”  And I thought it 

would be fun to just quickly look at some of the doozies.   

First up is modalism.  Modalism says the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are 

three different modes of the one God.  So the Father became the Son.  Then the 

Son became the Holy Spirit.  It’s like God just found a phone booth in heaven and 

changed outfits and then He’s off to the next thing.  The problem with modalism is 

that it denies the eternal and simultaneous existence of the Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit.  Modalism says all three don’t exist at once.  Modalism is about God being 

in only one mode at a time.  Is this our Jesus?   

Then there’s Arianism.  According to Arianism, there was a time when the 

Father existed and the Son did not.  Arianism subverted the Son to something less 
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divine than the Father.  It says Jesus was a created being.  It says God created Jesus 

as the firstborn.  Jesus may have gained some divine attributes along the way, but 

according to Arianism, Jesus is not fully divine and not eternal.  Is this our Jesus? 

Docetism is a heresy that said Jesus wasn’t really human.  He only appeared 

to be human—kind of like a heavenly hologram.  Well, if you take away the 

humanity of Jesus, you’re taking away the incarnation as well as the crucifixion—

it wasn’t real blood He shed then, so He didn’t really die like a man would die.  

That means there’s no resurrection and no body that ascended either.  Docetism 

denies the humanity of Christ because it has no place for a God who actually 

suffers.  The Gnostics loved Docetism because they taught the body was bad and 

the spirit was good.  Is this our Jesus? 

Adoptionism is next up.  Adoptionism says that because Jesus was sinless, 

God the Father adopted Jesus as His Son.  God chose Jesus as His Son at His 

baptism and endowed Jesus with supernatural power by anointing Him with the 

Spirit.  Because Jesus did such a bang-up job, God resurrected Jesus and made 

Him part of the Godhead as a reward for His accomplishments.  Is this our Jesus? 

Lastly, there’s Macedonianism.  It denies the personhood and divinity of the 

Holy Spirit.  It makes the Spirit into an impersonal force, a thing.  Macedonianism 

says that the Spirit is created by the Son.  Did our Jesus do this? 
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Do you realize, we just summarized in a few minutes what took the church 

centuries to figure out and formalize?  But it’s not like it’s over and done with, 

because if you were listening closely enough, you might have recognized how 

these heresies are still around and believed by many who think they have the real 

Jesus.  Well, if it’s the real Jesus we want, look no further than Peter’s sermon in 

Acts 2.   

On the day of Pentecost, Peter is filled with the Holy Spirit and he’s ready to 

preach.  And everyone there knew that with such an anointing of power, that 

church wasn’t going to be over in an hour that day.  The way Peter preaches is 

powerful because the Spirit is revealing the truth about “this Jesus that they 

crucified and killed” (v. 23).  Peter says the Psalms speak of Jesus.   

Psalm 16, “You will not abandon my soul to Sheol or let your Holy One see 

corruption.”  That Psalm speaks of the resurrection.  Jesus’s soul was not 

abandoned.  His body did not decay and decompose.  Instead, Jesus’ body and soul 

were reunited as he was resurrected, just as we will be one day.  Look at how Peter 

describes the triune God at work.  Verse 32, “This Jesus God raised up.  Being 

therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you are seeing and hearing.”  

Unless you’re a modalist, this is good news because Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

are all working at the same time.   
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David’s not done yet.  Psalm 110, “The Lord said to my Lord, sit at my right 

hand until I make your enemies your footstool.”  Over the years, I have had the 

hardest time understanding this verse because it’s something of a riddle.  David is 

reversing the order.  He is speaking of his descendant, his son, as someone greater 

than himself but also as someone who has come before him.  That’s true since 

Christ is the Son of David, but also the Lord of David.  David’s son is David’s 

Lord.   

But then here comes a verse that an Adoptionist or an Arian would love 

because it sounds like Jesus became something He was not before.  Verse 36, “Let 

all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made him both Lord and 

Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”   The right sense is that Jesus hadn’t 

completed his earthly ministry, but now He has.  The resurrection was the action 

whereby God declared that Jesus was indeed Lord and Christ.  It is God’s 

vindication of the claims of Jesus.  And now, with the pouring out of the Holy 

Spirit, Peter is saying that the crucified Jesus is the risen Jesus.  He was always the 

Son and now He has demonstrated His Sonship as Lord and Christ.  This is the real 

Jesus.   

At the US Treasury, where money is printed, and they’ve been doing a lot of 

printing these days, there are those whose job it is to find fakes or defects.  Those 

who look at counterfeit money don’t study the fakes because there are too many 
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fakes out there.  Just like there are too many heresies.  The best way to detect a 

fake is to know the real thing.  And that’s why we preach Jesus crucified, 

resurrected, ascended and one day, returning.  This Jesus is true God and true man.  

Other people claim Jesus.  Ask your Mormon friends if their Jesus is sinless and 

perfect.  Ask them if the Son is eternal in both directions, without beginning and 

without end.  Ask them if Jesus has always been God.  Ask them about the Trinity.  

This is why we have the Creeds.  If they can say the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene 

Creed, and if you have the time for it, the Athanasian Creed, then you know what 

you’re working with.  “God of God, light of light, very God of very God.  Being of 

one substance with the Father.”  This Jesus is our Jesus.  He wasn’t created.  But 

we are through Him.  He wasn’t adopted.  But we are through Him. 

The real Jesus is asking you to own all that He has to give.  All the merits of 

Christ are freely given to you.  The real Jesus is the King who requests of you to let 

go of all burdens and worries.  To give Him all your sin and shame, all anxiety and 

despair, all guilt, all remorse, all brokenness and give it to Him.  He will gladly 

take it.  He’s the Son.  It’s what He has come to bear.  We behold the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world.  And in return, He will give you peace, 

assurance, joy, identity and purpose.  This Jesus is the real Jesus.  Thank God that 

Jesus doesn’t change.  Thank God that Jesus changes us! 

In Jesus’ name, Amen.   
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Head (what?) 

How does Peter portray the Trinity at work?  

Where and how does David speak about the resurrection of Christ? 

How is Christ both David’s son and David’s Lord? 

 

Heart (so what?) 

What events in life reaffirm your faith in God? 

What is your deepest joy? 

In your life, when has God brought something good out of what was bad? 

 

Hands (now what?) 

Which relationships need work toward unity?   

Which relationships need work toward community? 

How can discipleship improve your appreciation of the Trinity? 


