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“Count Me In” 

 

God’s grace and peace to you, 

  If Pentecost were a category on Jeopardy, would you avoid it or would you 

clear the column?  Pentecost is one of those events that we know all the weird 

stuff happened, but not the full significance.  We just know it’s when all the weird 

stuff happened.  The mighty rushing wind blew, the tongues of fire appeared, and 

a language was spoken and understood by all.  Beyond these special effects, 

Pentecost meant something to the people of God even before the Holy Spirit 

came to the apostles.  It was one of the seven feasts in the Old Testament. 

Understanding that pre-existing significance makes the Day count like it should.  

Pentecost was the Day in which God draws His people into the action.  He puts His 

Spirit in them—and it’s one of those pinnacle moments as Pentecost is a time of 

harvest—not just of agriculture, but of the souls of men and women being won to 

Christ.   

 That said, I think Pentecost needs some help with branding or marketing.  

That’s why I propose calling this day, PenteCostco.  Since CostCo does everything 

on a massive scale, that’s how God does PenteCostco.  Big!  It’s about God being 

bigger and better than we could have ever realized.  It’s about coming away with 
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things we didn’t even know we needed.  So if you end up with things in your 

spiritual cart today, don’t blame me!  I’m just giving out samples, that’s all I’m 

doing.   

 But maybe we should take the route of how it was actually set up in the first 

place.  That means getting into a Jewish mindset because Pentecost was a feast of 

the Old Testament.  There are seven feasts in the OT, and Pentecost is smack dab 

in the middle—feast #4.  They would read the book of Ruth during this Feast 

which was originally called the Feast of Weeks.  Seven weeks is 7 x 7, that’s 49 

days.  Pentecost in Greek means fifty because Day 50 was the Feast!  It’s the only 

feast without a specific date, because the idea was the people would count their 

way to it.  They would count to fifty.  This was called the Counting of the Omer.  An 

omer is a unit of measurement of grain.  During this seven weeks, the wheat was 

growing.  By Day 50, it was ripe.  It was a time of harvest.   

Counting was how God involved the people into His timing.  God was 

drawing a clear line from two events.  The fifty days are from what to what?  In 

our lingo, we would say from Easter to Pentecost.  But from a Jewish perspective, 

it was from the firstfruits of one to another—the firstfruits of barley to the 

firstfruits of wheat.  I’m not trying to make you part of the Future Farmers of 

America here, my point is that we see the connection.  Christ rises first.  The body 
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of Christ, the believers in their Messiah, are raised.  That’s why it’s the birthday of 

the church.  We are raised to new life because of the Spirit who connects us to 

Christ.  Christ was the first firstfruits.  The church is the second firstfruits.  He rose, 

we are joined to that resurrection. 

Christ is the Head, the Church is His Body.  This may be the most elemental, 

but profound illustration about how physical life corresponds and points to 

spiritual life.  In childbirth, the head comes first, and then comes the rest of the 

body.  So it is with the resurrection.  The Head is first, the body follows.  There’s a 

hymn that captures this well.  “Jesus Christ My Sure Defense” (LSB 741), “Jesus, 

my redeemer lives, likewise I to life shall waken.  He will bring me where He is, 

Shall my courage then be shaken?  Shall I fear or could the Head, rise and leave His 

members dead?”  Christ is first, the church follows.  The head is first, the body 

follows.  Do you see how God is connecting Christ’s resurrection to our 

resurrection?  It’s a direct line from Easter to Pentecost, from one firstfruit to 

another.  So that means we can celebrate Pentecost as a personal and significant 

event.     

At my former congregation in Lacey, we had our fiftieth anniversary and I 

pondered how to celebrate it.  So I asked the Council for $2500, that was $50 

dollars for fifty people to use however they wanted in fifty days, but there job was 
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to grow the money.  And at the end of the fifty days all the growth we would give 

away to Tanglewilde which was our neighborhood that was under duress.  People 

got creative—made stuff, sold baked goods, had garage sales, mowed lawns, and 

turned $50 into more.  Much more!  I can’t remember the exact number but it 

was between five or six thousand that we gave to Tanglewilde neighborhood.  No 

one lost any money.  But if there was any reservation or hesitancy, it was that I 

couldn’t get fifty people to take fifty dollars.  They didn’t want to be part of the 

risk or the work, or for whatever reason, they just didn’t get on board.  But for 

those of us who said “Count me in!” it was a lot of fun!  This was just a taste of 

what being a steward is like.  How can I use what God has given me for the 

greater good?  They brought their offering and they gave it to the Lord and we 

gave it to the community.  It was so outward and so much fun to do.  It was a 

pleasure to give to a greater purpose, to bless others.   

The offering involved in Pentecost was a joyful act as well because it was 

the beginning of the harvest.  God was faithful, He provided and here’s proof!  In 

Leviticus 23, God was very specific about this offering.  For you type A people, you 

can do the true or false according to these verses.  Lev. 23:16-17, 

“You shall count fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath. Then you shall 

present a grain offering of new grain to the LORD. You shall bring from your 
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dwelling places two loaves of bread to be waved, made of two tenths of an 

ephah. They shall be of fine flour, and they shall be baked with leaven, as first 

fruits to the LORD.”   

 So leaven is actually commanded!  That’s a shocker.  If it were Passover, 

you know that the Jews would cleanse the house of every speck of leaven and 

remove it.  In fact, there are businesses where people will temporarily sell their 

house just for that day, so they can say no leaven is found in their possession.  It’s 

yeast insurance is what it is because leaven came to represent sin.  But here, 

leaven is commanded to be part of the sacrifice!  That’s significant.  And what it 

means is that Christ (the first firstfruits) was without sin, but we (the second 

firstfruits) are not.  But that sin does not disqualify us.  He uses us anyway.  We 

don’t have to first clean up our lives and then come to God.  No, it’s a come as 

you are.  God wants you as you are.  Don’t fall for the trick that you have your act 

together first in order to give yourself to Him.  No, we say, “Here I am God, use all 

of me, warts and all.”  And He does! 

 The other amazing thing about this offering is that it’s two loaves of bread.  

This is the only instance in Scripture where God commands two loaves to be 

waved as part of the offering.  Two loaves is why we could call it PenteCostco.  

Why have one loaf when you can have two?  These two loaves represent two 
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different groups of people—both Jews and Gentiles—as belonging to God.  It’s 

about inclusion.  That’s why they read Ruth.  She was a Gentile.  It’s about God 

not just being God of the Israel, but the whole world.  So when the whole world 

was there in Jerusalem, right on time, right on schedule, counting out fifty days, 

God said, “Bingo.  I have ‘em right where I want them.”  And from then on, the 

Gospel goes to the whole world by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

I’m giving you a lot of head knowledge today, but this is head knowledge 

that you can take to heart!  God has given you His Holy Spirit.  What does this 

mean?  That means He wants to use you for His big, ongoing purpose of saving 

people!  So what’s our message?  The same as Peter’s was on that day of 

Pentecost.  “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved” (v. 21).  

“Save yourselves from this crooked generation” (v. 40).  And it is crooked.  It is as 

crooked as highway 21.   

These are harvest days.  I’m hoping and praying that more people will not 

just count the days, but that they will say count me in.  God wants you to get in on 

that.  Because the Spirit didn’t come to us just to fill us, but to use us.  Pentecost 

is a good reminder that God is bigger than we think He is.  Every Sunday has a 

little Easter in it.  But thanks to the Holy Spirit, every Sunday also has a little 

Pentecost in it too.   
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In Jesus’ name, Amen.   

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

Head (what?) 

What is the function of the Holy Spirit? 

What did the Old Testament feast of Pentecost celebrate? 

What is the counting of the omer? 

 

Heart (so what?) 

When has God enabled you to do something that you didn’t think you could do? 

How can the Holy Spirit improve your relationship with others from different cultures and backgrounds? 

What does it mean to you to belong to the family of God? 

 

Hands (now what?) 

How can you increase your utilization of the Holy Spirit in your daily life? 

What role does the Holy Spirit play in discipleship? 

What can we do, as Christ’s Church, to increase our recognition and appreciation for the Holy Spirit? 

 

 


