
My Imperfect Family:  
Carrying God’s Image in the World 

Session Twelve, The Family Project 

 
Introduction  
 
Video (25 min.) 
 
What does the world think of that image in which all people are made?  Does it even 
recognize it?  Or is too busy trying to make the family into its own image?   
 
 
The example of the ox (Proverbs 14:4) 
 
 
How can family become idolatrous? 
 
 
Perfect in the biblical sense means __________________ 
 
God __________ with and in our brokenness and messiness 
 
The most important meal of the day is… 
 
How does family shape our witness to the world? 
 
We’re coming out of refuge/fortress/separatist mentality… 
 
Adoption as an expression of the gospel 
 
   Identity 
   Relationship 
   Worth 
 
Family is…(how would you fill in the blank?) 
 
Adoption creates a true family.  How much more so with God’s family! 
 
Adopted child?  Biblically speaking, “adopted” is not an adjective, it is a ___________. 
 
Think of the _____________ that stable families can have. 
 



Do I have a perfect family?  Do I have a family that is being redeemed? 
 
Scripture 
 
“Now you must put them all away: anger, wrath, malice, slander, and obscene talk from 
your mouth. Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its 
practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the 
image of its creator. … Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if one has 
a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect 
harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in 
one body.” –Col. 3:8-10, 12-15 
 
1 Corinthians 13:7 
Ephesians 4:1-3, 32 
Philippians 2:5-8 
James 5:9 
 
What Do You Think? 
 

1) Why do people pursue the mythical perfect family? 
 
 
 

2) Do you think our nostalgic notion about past family life are mere fiction, or was there 
indeed something that’s been lost?  

 
 
 

3) What was your family like growing up? 
 

 
 

4)  What are some of the issues that contribute to the ill health of Christian families? 
 

 
 

5) What impact can stable but imperfect families have on society?   
 

 
 
Wrap-up 
The Bible details God’s family project—here on earth, also in heaven. 


