
Children as Image Bearers: Where do I Belong? 
Session Nine, The Family Project 

 
Introduction  
 
How are children viewed today?  Blessing, nuisance, a demographic for marketing? 
 
Video (30 min.) 
 
Every human life is a divine reflection of God.  
 
God has a relationship with His image-bearers through the making of life. 
 
Extreme vulnerability…dignity…fundamental to community…fill it with life… 
 
Every birth is God’s way of saying He wants the world to go on. 
 
Children (by sheer necessity and demand) inspire us for growth and maturity.  This is by 
design! 
 
The view of large families?  What about no kids? 
 
 
Children are a nuisance if… 
 
____% of the world’s population today lives in country where the fertility is in decline 
 
The magic number for maintaining is ____ - ____. 
 
Children are a private good: 
 
Children are a public good: 
 
People become better people when they are taking care of other people. 
 
Children need to know who they ______________ to 
 
What’s the redemptive part of making mistakes as parents? 
 
 
The bond between father, mother and child _________________ the world because it 
causes adults to live for someone besides themselves. 
 



Scripture 
“For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother’s womb. I praise 
you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it 
very well. My frame was not hidden from you when I was being made in secret, intricately 
woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were 
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none 
of them.” –Psalm 139:13-16 
 
“And they were bringing children to him that he might touch them, and the disciples rebuled 
them. But when Jesus saw it, he was indigant and said to them, ‘Let the children come to 
me; do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God. Truly, I say to you, 
whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall not enter it.’ And he took 
them in his arms and blessed them, laying his hands on them.”  --Mark 10:13-16 
 
What Do You Think? 

1) What is it about children that Jesus tells others to receive the kingdom of God as 
they do?  Is it a certain virtue they have, or does it have more to do with status? 

 
 

2) What does the fact that Jesus came into the world as a baby and went through 
every stage of childhood say about how God sees and values children? 

 
 

3) What would society be like (other than destined for extinction) if there were no 
children? 

 
 
4) What’s the role of children in the family? How has your outlooks on life been 

changed by them? Describe how being a parent has forced you to grow up and 
put others first. 
 

 
5) (If applicable) What scared or scare you most about becoming a parent? Explain. 

Why do many couples today choose to not have children? 
 
 
6) How are childhood and children themselves being attacked in the world today? 

How are these attacks on God Himself? 
 
 
Wrap-up 
Every child is a divine statement of blessing. Yet this blessing comes with a purpose—to get 
us to grow! Self-sacrifice is necessary in order to raise children successfully. 


