
What God Has Joined Together 
Session Six, The Family Project 

 
Introduction  
 
“The ruin of a nation begins in the homes of its people.”  -- Ghanaian proverb 
 
Video (30 min.) 
 
Every culture shows we are hard-wired for relationship.  
 
Family is the force that ____________ society.  
 
Family serves a ____________ purpose. 
 
How do family and the state relate? 
 
What are the hallmarks of a modern family?  
 
 
Happiness is not the measure of ___________. 
 
For a secular person, marriage is not intrinsic to human nature.  It just came to have social 
value.  It can be changed because it is a human construct. 
 
What is the trajectory of marriage today? 
 
 
What are the benefits of marriage to the couple and to the state? 
 
 
marriage vs. cohabitation 
 
“Family is an instrument or agent of the larger society. Its failure to perform adequately 
means that the goals of the larger society may not be achieved.” 
 
Children—property of? 
 

Aristotle:     Plato: 
 
 
Perfectionist experiment, polyamory…Why did these social experiments fail?   
 



Scripture 
 
“And Pharisees came up and in order to test him asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?’ He answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ They said, ‘Moses allowed a man 
to write a certificate of divorce and to send her away.’ And Jesus said to them, ‘Because of 
the hardness of your heart he wrote you this commandment. But from the beginning of 
creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and 
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 
two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.’  

–Mark 10:2-9 
 
Luke 16:18 
1 Cor. 7:10 
 
What Do You Think? 
 

1) Why is the family structure of father, mother, children the norm in cultures around 
the world? Why have alternative forms of family never really had staying power? 

 
 

2) In what ways are healthy families beneficial for those who are part of them? For 
society as a whole? 

 
 

3) What happens to a society when a large number of families fall apart? Share a story 
or two of how this disintegration has affected your own family, friends, community. 

 
 

4) How should we view modern efforts to redefine the family, or to have children be 
“owned by everyone”—that is controlled by the state rather than by the parents? 
 
 

5) How can parents in the church support one another in the task of parenting well? 
 
 
6) How can we respond to modern (or even post-modern) statements like these?    

--“Love is what makes a family.”  
--“A family is a group of people that loves and cares for each other.” 

 
Wrap-up 
 
Families vary in size and structure, but the design God has for family gives children the most 
stable and loving environment possible.  As they grow and learn from a father and a mother, 
the entire society benefits. 


