
The Man Has Now Become Like One of Us 
Session Five, The Family Project 

 
Introduction  
 
Luther sums up a proactive view of love nicely when he wrote, “Let the wife make the 
husband glad to come home, and let him make her sorry to see him leave.” 
 
Video (30 min.) 
 
Four Deaths (Francis Schaefer, 1912-1984) 

1) Man and God-- 
2) Man and himself-- 
3) Man and others-- 
4) Man and the earth-- 

 
With the Fall, “There’s not a bounce…but there is a Deliverer.” 
 
The Fall was about separating man from God, but also to destroy oneness, the family and 
the image of God.  Satan could have just messed with Adam, but he targeted the couple.  
Why? 
 
Since marriage is good and of God, we can expect Satan to attack it still today. 
 
God uses the _____________ as a vehicle to pronounce the curse over Satan by sending His 
Son 
 
The Second Family 
 
 
A Story of Sacrifice for Joseph 
 
What does marriage put on display? 
 
 
Our hope comes through Christ as the ____________ Adam (Rom 5) 
 
So it’s good news. God redeems broken people. There is a Deliverer. Despite our 
brokenness, our failures, our fall from grace, ultimately the enemy is defeated.  And God will 
use family to do it.  The fall hurt humanity to its very core.  The amount of time that Satan 
expended in trying to destroy the image of God reflected through marriage, fatherhood, 
[and motherhood], family, human sexuality illustrates just how important it must be to 
God’s plan and to the expression of His glory.” 



Scripture 
Genesis 3:1-13, 22 
Romans 5:12-15 
1 Cor 15:22, 45-49 
 
See also 1 Cor 7:1-5 
 
What Do You Think? 
 

1) How did Eve fail Adam? How did Adam fail Eve?  
 

2) Satan is enraged not just with God, but also with marriage and family, since they are a 
representation of God. How did Adam and Eve’s sin affect their marriage? How has it 
affected every marriage since?  

 
3) Comment:  Luther said, “Good God, what a lot of trouble there is in marriage! Adam 

has made a mess of our nature. Think of all the squabbles Adam and Eve must have 
had in the course of their nine hundred years. Eve would say, ‘You ate the apple,’ and 
Adam would retort, ‘You gave it to me.’” Who else does Adam blame in the Garden? 

 
4) “The Christian is supposed to love his neighbor,” Luther wrote. “And since his wife is 

his nearest neighbor, she should be his deepest love.” What a convicting thought for 
all of us who have treated our neighbors, colleagues, or even strangers with more 
deference than we have our spouse! What would our marriages look like if we took 
the time to be kind? If we did little things for each other that showed our love and 
appreciation that brought us together in the first place? 

 
5) How is marriage a “school of character”? Who’s the professor? 

 
 
 
 
Wrap-up 
Since marriage and sexuality are among God’s best inventions, it shouldn’t surprise us that 
they have been greatly affected by the Fall. Marriages can falter or break apart. However 
imperfect the expression, marriage will always be an integral part of God’s original and 
perfect design for humanity.  
 
Ultimately, every imperfect marriage is a yearning and a hope for a perfect marriage:  Christ 
and the church! 


