
Mothers as Image Bearers 
Session Seven, The Family Project 

 
Introduction  
Moms, fill in the blank.  “I never knew motherhood could be so ____________.” 
 
Video (30 min.) 
 
The relationship between a mother and her child exemplifies the nurturing character of the 
God of the universe 
 
The mother is the foundation of life and the cornerstone of family 
 
The biology of motherhood speaks to an awesome, beautiful and powerful connection 
 
A newborn is already familiar with the mother’s ____________ 
 
“I object.”  What’s the basis for her objection?  Biology or ideology? 
 
Maternal affection and attachment are critical for a child’s development 
 
The example of Mary:  “and a sword shall pierce your soul also” (Lk 2:50) 
 
Motherhood is about the joy of welcoming the next generation, but it’s also a cross to bear:  
the risk of being hurt and harmed, but ultimately trusting in the purposes of God 
 
Spiritual life comes when ____________ said yes  
Physical life comes when a ____________ says yes  
 
“Success is being _______________ to what God has given me. And if He’s placed me as a 
mom and I do it for Him and I’m empowered by His wisdom, then that’s what is going to 
give Him glory.” 
 
Attacks on motherhood… 

What have women been told about family vs. career? 
 

How was freedom defined for women? 
 
The wounds of abortion 
 
_____________ and ___________ go together because they both come through Jesus Christ 
 
Sacred and honorable role of motherhood 



Scripture 
 
“And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus.’ 
…And Mary said, ‘Behold I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your 
word.’                                     --Luke 1:30-31, 38 
 
“When Jesus [on the cross] saw his mother and the disciple whom He loved standing 
nearby, he said to his mother, ‘Woman, behold your son!’ Then he said to the disciple, 
‘Behold your mother!’ And from that hour the disciple took her to his home.” 
          --John 19:26-27 
John 2:1-11 
 
What Do You Think? 
 

1) How did Jesus treat his own mother? What was admirable about Mary’s character? To 
put it another way, why do you think God chose her, above all women, to be the 
mother of the Savior? 

 
 

2) Can you think of ways in which mothering is compared to God’s activity? 
 
 

3) How would you describe the ideal mother?  What do you appreciate (or not 
appreciate) about your mother? 

 
 

4) Moms, what to you is the most meaningful aspect of motherhood? How did 
becoming a mother affect your relationship with God? What has it taught you about 
Him and His heart toward us, His children? 
 
 

5) Have you observed or felt an attack on motherhood in today’s culture? What forms 
the basis for such a position? 

 
 

Wrap-up 
 
Our relationship with mothers is based on love, dependency, intimacy. The ability to bring 
about life is given to them as they become part of the miracle.  The observation of the first 
mother, Eve, is still fitting, “With the help of the Lord, I have made man.” (Gen. 4:1) 


