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January A Prayer for the New Year

202 1 Dear God, give me wisdom from Your truths, fill
me with a desire to faithfully follow after You,
more than any other thing. Thank You that Youl

_ _ are far greater than whatever | may face in th
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day. Thank You that Your Presence goes with
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me and that Your joy is never dependent on
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circumstances, but it is my true and lasting
strength. | ask for Your peace to lead me and f]w
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Ministry Updates Your grace and goodness to cover my life. Le
Sundays at Friendship Celebration 10 Your Spirit and power breathe in me and
Epiphany Word Search Puzzle 11 through me again fresh and new
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Pastor al Pondcé

Dear Friends in Christ,

For the past few months, | have been taking part in a group called Discipleship to Missional
Community (D2MC). Each Thursday, our group of seven men (pastors and DCESs) from across the
country meets on Zoom to be in the Word, share life and encourage spiritual growth in one another.
Here is one of the models that we have been looking at lately.

High Invitation
A
Cozy Discipling

Low High
Challenge * ' * Challenge

Boring Stressed
v

Low Invitation

A disclaimer before | go any further: no relationship in life is this neat and clean. But it does set
up a framework worth considering. The axes of invitation and challenge are what the leader sets by how
they live. On the verticafi think of high invitation as giving someone relational accesstoyéui t 6 s a b «
caring and loving. Think of low invitation as not loving or not being present/accessible. On the
horizontalfi high challenge is doing the hard and worthwhile work. Think of low challenge as taking
things easy and not pushing it. The red letters (discipling, cozy, boring, stressed) are how people
respond.

This model provides a place to plot our relational coordinates. When it comes to your
relationship with the Lord, in which quadrant are you? How about your marriage? Family? Work?
Friends? Our congregation? We all have aspects of life in each quadrant. The benefit of this model is
that it keeps us from settling on something too small, or to somehow get stuck and miss the mark in life.
The goal is to operate in the discipling realihnt hat 6 s wher e healthy growth
challenge and an invitation. Cozy people need the encouragement to get out of their comfort zones.
Stressed people need some rest and support.

Discipleship is the call to become and help others become like Jesus. He promises to work in us as we

foll ow Hi m. Il n Matthew 4:12, when Jesus call s h
men, 6 He extends both high invitation and high ¢
precise opposite of boring. ltds the call to |1

significance, struggle and adventure. The right mix of
invitation and challenge makes life very rewarding and
meaningful!

In Christ,

Pastor Matt




Give God €e

What are your good at? Academics? Math? Technology? Sports? Music? Mechanics? There are so many
specialized fields of abilities and training that the list could gone on and on. My dad finished second grade
and my mom finished eighth grade. That was the extent of their formal education. When | attended

school, Iwasveryseimot i vated to be the best | could be. I
best. I wanted to get all A06s. The problem was,
Sshoul dndt be so bad because you are still average

My wise mother, through those elementary and high school years, repeatedly said just do the best you can.

Your father and | dondt expect anything more, anit
was comforting and convicting. What IS my best? | went on to college and seminary and there were more
0Cdsdé6 and a couple of oDds. 6 It was conviction

the time, study, and commitment with the abilities God had given me. Mom and Dad were still
supportive, but my pastor and several teachers needed to encourage me to understand again what mother
said to me: Just do your best!

So, what does God expect of us? When you go to church a plate or basket is either set out or passed and
people place an offering in it. It is a good tradition of the church today. It has its roots in the Old
Testament. If you lived at the time of Abraham, Moses, or even at the time of Jesus, offerings were called
sacrifices. They were very messy. It almost always involved the killing of an animal. It was bloody. The
animal was burnt on an altar.

In Romans 12:12 God calls us to be living sacrifices. This is a great challenge for us to think about as we
begin a New Year. | appreciate how Eugene Peterson paraphrases these words in the MESSAGE:

0So hereds what | want you to do, Godoybdueslegpingyg Vy O
eating, going to work, and walking around lifed and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what

God does for you is the best t hi n-gdugtedtothe auturedhat f o r
you fit into it without thinking. Il nstead, fix
Readily recognize what He wants for you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you,

always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, GOD BRINGS THE BEST OUT OF YOU, develops
welf or med maturity in you, 0

This is one of my favorite passages in the Bible. | also appreciate what Red Stedman, a great Bible

expositor, said about this passage. 0The probl er
altar. o Thatds true for me. It was true i n my ¢
when | dondoét do my spiritually best with the ti me
in my life.

| am thankful for a forgiving and empowering Savior who takes me from where | am right now to the next
step of staying more consistently on His altar as a living sacrifice. | hope you will join me.

In His Grip,

Pastor Tom

-
The Lord bless you and keep you;
| The Lord make His face
shine upon you, And be gracious to you...
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From the Preschool Staff:
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