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Dear Friends in Christ, 
 Four months into this pandemic, how are you doing?  I have to admit my basic feeling is I just want 

COVID to go away.  I know thatõs not a very helpful mindset, but weõve all felt it.  Meanwhile, as we 
wait for and hold out hope for an ethically derived vaccine, there certainly has been a lot of chatter and 

dialogue about wearing face masks.  Some folks come at this issue from a perspective of individual 
rights and freedoms vs. government authority.  Some look at this issue economically or socially.  There 

may even be some consideration of here of conspiracy or other sinister motives behind the whole issue.  
Some people live in fear of COVID and others think the whole thing is made up.  Others frame the 
discussion from a medical or scientific point of view like my cousin in Georgia who is a doctor, who 

posts regularly, òWear a mask!ó  I guess those doctors are used to wearing them, right? 
 

 The perspective of this article, though, is to look at the issue from a theological point of view.  In this 

way we can transcend opinions and look to what God has to say about the issue.  So letõs start with 
òlove your neighbor as yourself.ó  The Christian mind is geared to think, òWhat can I do to help others?  

How can I show love to others?ó  In Christian thinking individual rights are not asserted over the well-
being of our neighbor.  Just the opposite.   
 

 Paul writes in 1 Cor. 8:9, òBut take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a 
stumbling block to the weak.ó  In the context of 1 Cor. 8 and 9, Paul shows us that laying down our 

rights is the right thing to do IF it is done for the sake and well-being of our neighbor and the gospel 
message that we proclaim.  If eating food that was offered to idols causes my brother to stumble, then 

even though Paul had the right to do it, he doesnõt.  Why not?  He cares about his brother more than 
himself.  òTherefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat [sacrificed to idols], lest I 
make my brother stumbleó (v. 13).  Granted, Paulõs concern is a spiritual issue, not one of public health.  

But the concept is the same.  The well-being of one another is the driving concern behind our actions 
which are born out of love.   
 

 So wearing a mask as you find yourself in public spaces is something simple we can and should do.  
It may be uncomfortable or inconvenient, but itõs also a gesture of consideration and care.  The mask 

does not represent fear or control; it demonstrates love for our neighbor.  And besides, face masks are 
helpful in assuring and providing for our neighborõs physical well-being.  Thatõs 5th commandment, 

right?   
 

 There are times in life when we have certain rights but need to set aside those rights for some greater 

purpose.  That cause is the gospel.  With COVID comes opportunity to show love for our neighbor!  òIn 
humility, count others more significant than yourselves.  Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others.  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesusó (Philippians 2:3-5).  Ultimately, we have the example of Christ who didnõt press his rights, but 
laid them aside for a greater causeñour salvation, our eternal well-being.  Letõs follow His lead. 

 
In Christ, 

 
Pastor Matt Henry 

 
This morning I watched a news report about how masks helped limit the spread of the virus when it 
came to speaking, singing, coughing and sneezing.  In this list, the difference in mask vs. no mask was 

negligible when it came to speaking, but sneezing without a mask òwent viraló.  The report concluded, 
face masks are not 100% effective, but they certainly make a difference in reducing transmission, as did 

physical distancing.  Fair enough and simple to do.  
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Donõt Judge  
This is a topic I have written about before.  It has come up in membership classes, Sunday School, and in 
all kinds of conversations with people who are Christians and even from some people who never read or 

studied the Bible in depth.  They either know or heard these words are in the Bible:  òDo not judge, or you 
too will be judged.ó  How have those words become so famous that people who donõt know the Bible are 

aware of them?  These words come from Jesusõ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5-7.  Jesus goes on to 
say: òFor in the same way you judge others, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.ó  

Matthew 7:1-2 
 

Sometimes the words donõt judge come from non-Christians who believe Christians have no right under 

any circumstances to criticize their behavior, attitudes, or beliefs.  Sometimes they are followed by a 
counter judgment:  ò You Christians are just a bunch of hypocrites because you donõt always do as you say 
you believe.  So you are not allowed to criticize anything I say or do.ó They believe thatõs what the Bible 

means. 
 

Thatõs not exactly what Jesus meant.  The Bible is filled with the directives for Christians to encourage one 
another.  That may mean, at times, we offer constructive criticism, point out what God says is right and 
wrong behavior.  That certainly is true with the Ten Commandments.  God gave them to us as a standard 

on how we should live in our relationship with God and with one another. If another Christian is saying or 
doing things contrary to what Godõs Word teaches we have the responsibility to guide them back to what 

Jesus has said in His life and ministry in the Bible. 
 

By the way, the epistles in the New Testament, beginning with the Letter to the Roman Christians and 

throughout the rest of the Bible are instructions on how we are to live as Christians.  They rebuke wrong 
behavior, attitudes and actions with the expectation that people would change what is not right. A good 

summary of the purpose of Godõs Word is written to Timothy by Paul: òAll scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction and for training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be confident, equipped for every good work.ó  2 Timothy 3:16-17 
 

This correcting or rebuking or judging issue is becoming more and more sticky in our culture today.  What 

was considered wrong and immoral in the not too distant past is now considered okay or a matter of oneõs 
choice.  The Ten Commandments was held up as a guideline for the basis of right and wrong, but that is no 
longer the case.  Some people today would call the Bible and the convictions that Christians have about 

what is right and wrong hate speech. We have no right in their minds to hold them to a standard they donõt 
accept. They believe truth is relative along with what is right and wrong.  The temptation for Christians is 

to compromise our standards as many have. It may be necessary for Christians to tolerate wrong behavior 
and beliefs, but that does not mean we have to accept them.  Unfortunately, thatõs what some expect from 

Christians. My encouragement is to stand firm on your moral ground.  The Apostle Peter has some sound 
advice on this point.  òBe ready to speak up and tell anyone who asks you why you are living the way you 
are, and always do it with the utmost courtesy.  Keep a clear conscience before God so that when people 

throw mud at you, none of it will stick.ó 1 Peter 3:15-16. The Message 
 

So what is the bottom line with judging.  What is this judging that Jesus forbids: 

Condemning the person instead of the sinful action 
Thinking that you are superior to someone else 

Thinking that you are someone elseõs judge 
Enjoying finding fault with people more that loving them and building them up 
 

Bring them in.  Donõt bring them down! 
 

 In Godõs grip,  
 Pastor Tom  
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  bƻǿ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ нлнл-нлнм {ŎƘƻƻƭ ¸ŜŀǊΗ 
  ±ƛǎƛǘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ Ŧǳƭƭ ŜƴǊƻƭƭƳŜƴǘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ  
     ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ           
    ǿǿǿΦŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΦƻǊƎ 
 

 

 

w9DL{¢w!¢Lhb C99{ !w9 bhb-w9C¦b5!.[9Φ 

CLw{¢ ahb¢IΩ{ ¢¦L¢Lhb L{ 5¦9 {9t¢9a.9w рΣ нлнлΦ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƛƴ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻ CǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ tǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƻǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ŀƴ ŀǳǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ 

н-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ  C    ψψψψψψ όм Řŀȅύ   п-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ a-²-C    ψψψψψψψ όо Řŀȅύ 

о-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ  a-²-C   ψψψψψψ όо Řŀȅύ   п-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ ¢-¢I     ψψψψψψψ όн Řŀȅύ 

о-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ ό!ΦaΦύ  ¢-¢I   ψψψψψψ όн Řŀȅύ    п-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ όtΦaΦύ a-²-C    ψψψψψψψ όо Řŀȅύ 

о-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ όtΦaΦύ  a-²   ψψψψψψ όн Řŀȅύ   п-ȅŜŀǊ-ƻƭŘ όtΦaΦύ ¢-¢I     ψψψψψψψ όн Řŀȅύ 

tǊŜ-Y ό!ΦaΦύ a ǘƘǊǳ ¢I   ψψψψψψ όп Řŀȅύ   tǊŜ-Y όtΦaΦύ a ǘƘǊǳ-¢I    ψψψψψψψ όп Řŀȅύ 

 
¸ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛǎ ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ όмύ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ LƳƳǳƴƛȊŀǝƻƴ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎΣ όнύ ŎƻǇȅ ƻŦ ōƛǊǘƘ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜΣ  
όоύ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜΣ όпύ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦƻǊƳΦ 

FRIENDSHIP CELEBRATI ON PRESCHOOL  
765 East Chinden Blvd., Meridian, ID 83646 

Preschool DirectorñLori Jensen 

ljensen@friendshipcelebration.org 

208-288-2404 

CǊƛŘŀȅ нΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎΥ   Ϸср ¢ǳƛǝƻƴκƳƻΧΧϷрл wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜ 

¢ǿƻ-Řŀȅ ŎƭŀǎǎΥ Ϸмол ¢ǳƛǝƻƴκƳƻΧΦ Ϸмлл wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜ 

¢ƘǊŜŜ-Řŀȅ ŎƭŀǎǎΥ Ϸмфл ¢ǳƛǝƻƴκƳƻΧΦϷмлл wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜ 

CƻǳǊ-Řŀȅ ŎƭŀǎǎΥ Ϸнрл ¢ǳƛǝƻƴκƳƻΧΦ Ϸмлл wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ŦŜŜ 

нǎ ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀΦƳΦ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǝƳŜ фΥол-ммΥол ŀΦƳΦ 

о ϧ п ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŀΦƳΦ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǝƳŜ ф-ммΦол ŀΦƳΦ 

о ϧ п ǇǊŜǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǇΦƳΦ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǝƳŜ мнΥол-о ǇΦƳΦ 

п-Řŀȅ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǝƳŜǎ уΥол ςммΥол ŀΦƳΦ κ мнΥол-оΥол ǇΦƳΦ 
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Summer Day Camps are here!!! 
 

2020 Summer Day Camp are finally here!... Starting on July 6th and running five weeks until August 
7th. We are committed to providing a safe and fun environment for your children. 
 

Charlie Young is back this summer as our Program Director and we are working hard making 
adjustments to ensure we are able to hold a camp that is as safe as possible during this time of C19. 
Here are a few examples of what we are working on: 
 

§ Check-in and check out procedures (we are using the CDC guidelines for school, camps, and 
daycares to update how we will handle this ð More info will be coming soon) 

 

§ Program/sessions spacing (we are spacing out our sessions so that we do not have campers in 
a station right after another cabin group has used it. This will give us time to clean and 

disinfect each station in between use). 
 

§ We have added hands-free soap and towel dispensers to our bathroom facilities. 
 

§ Our lunch and snack time will be separated into their own cabin groups by grade level. 
 

§ Weõve added time in between each session/activity to ensure all campers and staff wash their 
hands (we hope to be adding outdoor sinks for this) 

 

§ We have hired our own staff for deeper cleaning every night to ensure that all surfaces are 

cleaned and disinfected. 
 

§ We added C19 practices and procedures into our staff training. 
 

§ We also are meeting weekly to continue to discuss how we can best offer a safe and fun camp 
experience for your children. 

 

You can find more information on our website: www.friendshipcelebration.org Or check out the 

registration form on pages 6 & 7 of this Friendly Findings. 
 

We hope you are safe and healthy during this time, and we hope to see you this summer! 
 

In Christ, 
Brett Lindemood ð Camp Director 

From our DCE Brett Lindemood. . . 
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