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January 01, 2023 

 

Preservice Song | “O Come All You Unfaithful” 
O come all you unfaithful 

Come weak and unstable 

Come know you are not alone 
 

O come barren and waiting ones 

Weary of praying 

Come see what your God has done 
 

Christ is born Christ is born 

Christ is born for you 
 

O come bitter and broken 

Come with fears unspoken 

Come taste of His perfect love 
 

O come guilty and hiding ones 

There is no need to run 

See what your God has done 

Friendship Celebration Lutheran Church   

LCMS 
 

765 E Chinden Blvd. Meridian, ID 83646  208-288-2404     www.friendshipcelebration.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Elders Serving Today: Robin Mein and Blair Peters 

Senior Pastor: 

Matt Henry 

Cell: 208-957-9364 

mhenry@friendshipcelebration.org 
 

Director of Christian Education: 

Tim Kaufmann 

Cell: 714-944-6199 

tkaufmann@friendshipcelebration.org 
 

Preschool Director:  

Lori Jensen 

Office: 208-288-2404 

ljensen@friendshipcelebration.org 
 

 

Director of Music: Rebekah Fry 

Cell: 513-504-7682 

rfry@friendshipcelebration.org 
 

Office Manager: Kayla Liehe 

Office: 208-288-2404 

kliehe@friendshipcelebration.org 
 

Church Secretary: Beca Stokes 

Office: 208-288-2404 

office@friendshipcelebration.org 
 

Maintenance Coordinator: Robin Mein 

Office: 208-288-2404 

maintenance@friendshipcelebration.org 
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Christ is born Christ is born 

Christ is born for you 
 

He's the Lamb who was given slain for our pardon 

His promise is peace for those who believe 

He's the Lamb who was given slain for our pardon 

His promise is peace for those who believe 
 

So come though you have nothing 

Come He is the offering 

Come see what your God has done 
 

Christ is born Christ is born 

Christ is born for you 
 

Christ is born Christ is born 

Christ is born for you. 
CCLI Song # 7160115 

Bob Kauflin | Lisa Clow 

© 2020 Sovereign Grace Praise (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing  

(Integrity Music, David C Cook)) 

CCLI License # 782217 

 

Welcome & Announcements | Pastor Tom Cizmar 

 

Invocation & Opening Prayer 
L:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. The Christ 

  child is born! All you who would find him, 

C: Prepare for a journey, as determined as the Magi. 
 

L:  All you who would praise him, 

C: Come with the faith to follow but a star. 
 

L:  All you who would worship him, 

C: Come with humility to the child who shows forth the immeasurable riches  

  of God. 
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Opening Song | “Who You Say I Am” 
Who am I that the highest King 

Would welcome me? 

I was lost but He brought me in. 

Oh His love for me! Oh His love for me! 
 

Who the Son sets free, 

Oh is free indeed. 

I'm a child of God. Yes I am. 
 

Free at last He has ransomed me. 

His grace runs deep. 

While I was a slave to sin 

Jesus died for me. Yes He died for me, 
 

Who the Son sets free, 

Oh is free indeed. 

I'm a child of God. Yes I am. 
 

In my Father's house. 

There's a place for me. 

I'm a child of God. Yes I am! 
 

I am chosen not forsaken. 

I am who You say I am. 

You are for me not against me. 

I am who You say I am. 
 

I am chosen not forsaken. 

I am who You say I am. 

You are for me not against me. 

Oh I am who You say I am.  

Yes I am who You say I am. 
 

Who the Son sets free, 

Oh is free indeed. 

I'm a child of God. Yes I am. 
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In my Father's house. 

There's a place for me. 

I'm a child of God. Yes I am! 
 

In my Father's house. 

There's a place for me. 

I'm a child of God. Yes I am! 
CCLI#7102401 

© 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

Words & Music by Ben Fielding & Reuben Morgan 

Used by permission CCLI 782217 

 

Confession 
L:  Almighty and merciful God, 

C: we confess that we have sinned against you and one another in both our  

  actions and our inactions. We recognize that in Jesus Christ our light has  

  come, yet often we choose to walk in shadows and ignore the light.     

  Gracious God, forgive our sins and remove from us the veil of darkness   

  that shrouds our lives. Illumined by your Word and sacrament, may we rise 

  to the radiance of Christ’s glory. Amen. 

 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
L:  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God 

  is light and in him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have     

  fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do 

  what is true; 

C: but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship   

  with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 

 

Friendship Fotos 

 

First Reading                   Isaiah 63:7-14 ESV 
Mike Wilson 

7I will recount the steadfast love of the LORD, 

the praises of the LORD, 

according to all that the LORD has granted us, 
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and the great goodness to the house of Israel 

that he has granted them according to his compassion, 

according to the abundance of his steadfast love. 
8For he said, “Surely they are my people, 

children who will not deal falsely.” 

And he became their Savior. 
9In all their affliction he was afflicted, 

and the angel of his presence saved them; 

in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 

he lifted them up and carried them all the days of old. 
10But they rebelled 

and grieved his Holy Spirit; 

therefore he turned to be their enemy, 

and himself fought against them. 
11Then he remembered the days of old, 

of Moses and his people. 

Where is he who brought them up out of the sea 

with the shepherds of his flock? 

Where is he who put in the midst of them 

his Holy Spirit, 
12who caused his glorious arm 

to go at the right hand of Moses, 

who divided the waters before them 

to make for himself an everlasting name, 
13 who led them through the depths? 

Like a horse in the desert, 

they did not stumble. 
14Like livestock that go down into the valley, 

the Spirit of the LORD gave them rest. 

So you led your people, 

to make for yourself a glorious name. 
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Epistle                      Galatians 4:4-7 ESV 
 

4But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 

woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the law, so that 

we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are sons, God has sent 

the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” 7So you are no 

longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God. 

 

Holy Gospel                   Matthew 2:13-23 ESV 
 

13Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to 

Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to 

Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the 

child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took the child and his mother by night 

and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death of Herod. This was 

to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my 

son.” 
 

16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 

furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that 

region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had 

ascertained from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the 

prophet Jeremiah: 
18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 
 

19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to 

Joseph in Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the 

land of Israel, for those who sought the child's life are dead.” 21And he rose and 

took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he 

heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district 

of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, so that what was 

spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, that he would be called a Nazarene. 
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Children’s Message                  Tim Kaufmann 

 

Friendship Cards/Prayer Requests  We ask all who are present today to  

      please fill out a Friendship Card and place it on the offering table on either  

     side of the sanctuary. (Any updated member information is especially     

     appreciated!) 

 

Offering You may give your offering online through the church website        

     www.friendshipcelebration.org, by signing up for automatic withdrawals    

     which links to savings/checking account or debit/credit card (form is also   

     available on church website), or by mailing your check to the church office. 

 

Sermon Song: “Be Thou My Vision” 

Be Thou my Vision O Lord of my heart 

Naught be all else to me save that Thou art 

Thou my best thought by day or by night 

Waking or sleeping Thy presence my light 
 

Be Thou my Wisdom and Thou my true Word 

I ever with Thee and Thou with me Lord 

Thou my great Father I Thy true son 

Thou in me dwelling and I with Thee one 
 

High King of heaven my victory won 

May I reach heaven’s joys O bright heaven’s Sun 

Heart of my own heart whatever befall 

Still be my vision O Ruler of all 

Still be my vision O Ruler of all 
 

CCLI Song # 7056332 

Eleanor Henrietta Hull | Mary Elizabeth Byrne | Russell Mauldin 

© Words: Public Domain 

Music: 2010 Belden Street Music Publishing (Admin. by ClearBox Rights, LLC) 

CCLI License # 782217 
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Sermon | “A New Year, a New Beginning”            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nicene Creed 
 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of 

all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of his 

Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God; 

begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 

things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven; and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary, and was made 

man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 

buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and 

ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father.  And He will 

come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 

will have no end. 
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life; who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian 

and apostolic Church. I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers 
L:  O gracious and holy God, give us diligence to seek you, wisdom to     

  perceive you, and patience to wait for you. Grant us, O God, a mind to   

  meditate on you, eyes to behold you, ears to listen for your Word, a heart  

  to love you, and a life to proclaim you, through the power of the Spirit of  

  Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name;  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven; 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Preparation for The Lord’s Table 
Holy Communion: We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today by receiving the Body and Blood 

of Christ which is given in, with and under the bread and wine. In this meal, we receive the 

forgiveness of sins, the promise of life everlasting and the strength we need to live 

faithfully. We invite to the Lord’s Table baptized believers who are truly repentant of sin and 

seek the grace in this meal, forgiving of one another as we have been forgiven, and gladly 

believe and confess the Real Presence of Christ in this meal. 
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All people are welcome to come forward for a blessing. Participating in the meal is how the 

church proclaims the Lord’s death, resurrection, and imminent return. Red wine is used to 

best visually convey the blood of Christ. For personal or medical reasons, white grape 

juice is also available in the center of the trays. 

 

Distribution Songs 

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 
 

Love divine all loves excelling 

Joy of heav'n to earth come down 

Fix in us Thy humble dwelling 

All Thy faithful mercies crown 

Jesus, Thou art all compassion 

Pure, unbounded love Thou art 

Visit us with Thy salvation 

Enter ev'ry trembling heart 
 

Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit 

Into ev’ry troubled breast 

Let us all in Thee inherit 

Let us find that promised rest 

Take away our bent to sinning 

Alpha and Omega be 

End of faith as its beginning 

Set our hearts at liberty 
 

Come Almighty to deliver 

Let us all Thy life receive 

Suddenly return and never 

Never more Thy temples leave 

Thee we would be always blessing 

Serve Thee as Thy hosts above 

Pray and praise Thee without ceasing 

Glory in Thy perfect love 
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Finish then Thy new creation 

Pure and spotless let us be 

Let us see Thy great salvation 

Perfectly restored in Thee 

Changed from glory into glory 

Till in heav’n we take our place 

Till we cast our crowns before Thee 

Lost in wonder, love and praise! 
CCLI Song # 5767845 

Charles Wesley | Rend Collective | William Thompson 

© 2009 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 782217 

 

“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 
 

I want to walk as a child of the light 

I want to follow Jesus 

God set the stars to give light to the world 

The star of my life is Jesus 
 

In Him there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
 

I want to see the brightness of God 

I want to look at Jesus 

Clear Sun of Righteousness, shine on my path 

And show me the way to the Father 
 

In Him there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus 
 

I’m looking for the coming of Christ 

I want to be with Jesus 

When we have run with patience the race 

We shall know the joy of Jesus 
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In Him there is no darkness at all 

The night and the day are both alike 

The Lamb is the light of the city of God 

Shine in my heart, Lord Jesus. 
© 1970, 1975 Celebration 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014297 

 

Closing Prayer 
L:  O God, by the leading of a star you manifested your only Son to the    

  peoples of the earth: Lead us, who know you now by faith, to your     

  presence, where we may see your glory face to face, through Jesus    

  Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one   

  God, now and forever. 

 

Blessing 
L:  The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you  

  and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you  

  peace. 

C: Amen. 
 

Closing Song | “Great Is the Lord” 
Great is the Lord He is holy and just 

By His power we trust in His love 

Great is the Lord He is faithful and true 

By His mercy He proves He is love 
 

Great is the Lord and worthy of glory 

Great is the Lord and worthy of praise 

Great is the Lord now lift up your voice, now lift up your voice 

Great is the Lord 

Great is the Lord 
 

Great is the Lord He is holy and just 

By His power we trust in His love 

Great is the Lord He is faithful and true 

By His mercy He proves He is love 
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Great is the Lord and worthy of glory 

Great is the Lord and worthy of praise 

Great is the Lord now lift up your voice, now lift up your voice 

Great is the Lord 

Great is the Lord 
 

Great are You Lord and worthy of glory 

Great are You Lord and worthy of praise 

Great are You Lord, I lift up my voice, I lift up my voice 

Great are You Lord 

Great are You Lord 
CCLI Song # 1149 

Deborah D. Smith | Michael W. Smith 

© 1982 Meadowgreen Music Company (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 

CCLI License # 782217 
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Friendship Celebration Announcements ~ January 1, 2023 
 

Offering Envelopes | The 2023 envelopes will be available in January. Please pick up and utilize the 

offering envelopes provided. The envelopes don’t cost a lot and make the counters job much easier on 

Sunday morning. There are plenty of extra envelopes for those who would like them. Just pick up a box 

and sign up on the list next to the box number you have chosen. If you have swithced to online giving and 

no longer need offering envelopes, please let Kayla know, kliehe@friendshipcelebration.org. 
 

Upcoming Adult Confirmation & New Member Classes | Interested in learning more about what the 

Lutheran Church teaches and believes? Want to take the next step in joining the congregation? You are 

invited to explore the Christian faith! Pastor Matt is teaching adult confirmation classes on Sundays, Feb, 

5 and Feb. 26, 1-5 pm. Lunch is included. There will be an orientation class in March for those who are 

already confirmed and/or are transferring from another church. To reserve your place or if you have 

questions, contact Pastor at mhenry@friendshipcelebration.org.   
 

Young Adult Group Meets at Big Al's on January 19 | All those ages 19-29 are invited to FCLC’s new 

young adult group! The first get-together is at Big Al's, on Thursday, January 19th at 7pm. Bowling is free, 

but individuals are responsible for their own food and drinks. This is a great opportunity to connect with 

other young adults like you! If you would like to learn more about this event or the young adult group, 

please contact DCE Tim Kaufmann at tkaufmann@friendshipcelebration.org. 
 

Advent By Candlelight New Coordinator & Recap Meeting | Many thanks to Jennifer Schutte who has 

stepped up to be the new A.B.C. coordinator. There will be a meeting on January 22th immediately after 

the second service to recap the most recent A.B.C. event and discussion about next year’s event. New 

participants are welcome and encouraged to come. Please bring your own lunch or snack. 
 

Youth Events  
 

3rd -6th & Jr./Sr. High Youth Ministry | Both youth groups will break for the Christmas holiday and resume 

January 15th.   

Questions on any youth events? Contact DCE Tim Kaufmann, tkaufmann@friendshipcelebration.org. 

Current & Upcoming Bible Studies 
 

Wilderness Wanderings | Matt Holmquist is continuing this study of the Israelites’ exodus and God’s 

covenant of faithfulness. If you are interested, please join us in room 132 during the Sunday school hour. 

Have questions contact Matt at mattholmquist@msn.com. 

Sunday School 
 

There is no Sunday school today, January 1st.  

Digging Into the Heart of God classes will resume January 8th. 

All children ages 3 years old through high school are invited to participate in Sunday School, starting again 

on January 8. Sunday School meets from 9:45am-10:45am between the worship services. Children in Pre-

K through 6th grade start with the Sunday School opening in Room 113 at 9:45am and then go to their 

respective grade level classes. This year, we are digging into learning about "The Heart of God" and how 

we can reflect Him in every day life. Youth in 7th grade through high school 
 

PreK -K: Room 113, teacher Sheri Resch 

1st -3rd: Room 206, teacher Joan Hammerson 

4th-6th: Room 210, teacher Nicole Sarty 

All 7th grade-high school students meet with DCE Tim Kaufmann in Room 208. 

mailto:tkaufmann@friendshipcelebration.org
mailto:tkaufmann@friendshipcelebration.org
mailto:mattholmquist@msn.com
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Thursday Women’s Bible Study Coming in January! | Maybe you feel hurt by the past, disappointed by 

the present, or worried about the future. If so, there is hope. For every problem in life, God has given you 

a promise. In Unshakable Hope, Max Lucado unpacks 12 of the Bible’s most significant promises, 

equipping you to overcome difficult circumstances by keeping your focus on the hope found in the 

promises of Scripture. This 12-session women’s Bible study begins Thursday, January 19th 2023. The 

cost of the study guide is $9.50. (Scholarships available!) Interested? Contact Joan Hammerson 

(johammerson@msn.com) by January 8th so that we can order enough study guides. 
 

Friday Women’s Bible Study | Begining January 20th the Friday group will begin Elijah by Priscilla Shirer. 

“Join Priscilla Shirer in a 7-session video bible study on the life of Elijah. In this faith-building study, you’ll 

discover how Elijah’s obedience to God kept him anchored, sharpened his faith, broadened his impact, 

and invited heaven’s fire to fall. God is also working in God is also working in your life today to fashion a 

fiery, bold faith that will empower you to share the hope of Christ with your family, friends, co-workers, 

and community.” Email Carol Jo at caroljo.richter@gmail.com if interested in joining this study. 
 

Friendly 411 Frequent Finds 
 

Food Bank | For the month of January we are collecting rice, pasta, pasta sauce & Hamburger Helper 

meals for the Idaho Food Bank. Any non-perishable food items are also welcomed. Please leave them in 

the plastic bin in the Fellowship Hall by the west doors. 
 

Sunday Snacks | This is a small way to make a big impact. Please sign up on our website under 

Connect/Church in Action Serving Opportunities. There are several weeks set up, so choose the 

weekend that works for you.  
 

Prayer chain requests | If you would like to add a prayer to the prayer chain, or receive prayer requests, 

please contact Donnette House @ 208-297-0775 or donnette15@gmail.com. 

 
 

Friendship Celebration’s 
Top Ten Core Values 

 

1. Bible-centered Preaching, Teaching and Discipleship, (2 Timothy 3:16-17; Ephesians 2:8-10) 
 

2. All People Matter to God, (Romans 12:1-2; Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

3. Praise and Worship, (Acts 2:42; Psalm 26:8, Colossians 3:16) 
 

4. Well-Mobilized Lay Leadership and Ministerial Staff, (Ephesians 4:11-13; 1 Peter 4:10) 
 

5. Life Groups, Support Groups and Small Groups, (Hebrews 10:25) 
 

6. Prayer, (Matthew 7:7-11; James 5:13-18) 
 

7. Excellence, Process and Evaluation, (Romans 8:32; Colossians 3:23) 
 

8. Financial Responsibility, (2 Corinthians 8-9) 
 

9. Fellowship, a Loving Christian Community, (Acts 2:42; 1 Timothy 6:17) 
 

10. Evangelism, Outreach and Lifestyle Witness, (Acts 1:8; 1 Peter 3:15) 

Our Mission Statement 

Celebrating: God the Father’s love for us in creating us and giving His Son 

Connecting: In faith with Jesus, Our Savior, and with others in love and care 

Communicating: God’s love in the power of the Holy Spirit 

mailto:johammerson@msn.com
mailto:caroljo.richter@gmail.com

